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: Book Reviews

BOOK REVIEWS
Journey .Into America~ by Donald Culross Peattie; illustrations in color by Lynd·
Ward. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1943. $3.00.
Mainstream~ by Hamilton Basso. New York: Reynal and Hitchcock, 1943. $2.50.
A.merican Heroes and .Hero-Worship~ by Gerald W. Johnson. New York and
London: Harper and Brothers, 1943. $3.00.
Now that we are fighting for democracy and the American way of life, we are
constantly trying to evaluate and define them. What are we? How did we get that
way? Can we sail safely into an uncharted future without losing what is most
valuable in our heritage? How? Our writers valiantly step forth to answer with
a flood of books on the why's, wherefore's, and where next's. The' three books
named above are interesting for their vaned approach to the problem and the
unanimity of their conclusions. Their authors agree that we have something that
stems demonstrably from our past and that it is, on the whole, good.
Journey into America comes first because it is the easiest. It could be read
with pleasure by fourteen-year-olds, and it should be. I read it with pleasure too,
not because it stil'S any depths, inspires to any great action, or gives any new
slant on our history, but because of its neighborly, slightly nostalgic way of recalling
the beauty of our land, the courage of our people. Mr. Peattie's kriowledge as a
naturalist, his skill as a writer, and his dramatic sense combine to vivify places
he has liked and the people who giv~ them significance. He remembers how the
meadowlark pipes on the Kansas plains, how box and lavender smell in Mother
Washington's garden ~n Fredericksburg, in what months the buds appear or the
leaves fall in Connecticut or Oregon, what is the texture of the winds off Marblehead, over the Arizona sage flats, or across Santa Barbara's hills.
Journey into America is addressed to a German friend in a concentration camp
in France, in an attempt to explain to him what has formed our national traits.
Mr. Peattie concludes, as so many do, that most of the desirable ones come from
our long frontier experience. "We call the wilderness ways of hospitality, inventiveness, hopefulness, and classlessness 'typically American: ... We remember that
our pioneer ancestors may have made mistaken decisions, but they never died of
indecision; they may have been narrow, but they were seldom shallow; and what
they lacked in knowledge they made up for in know-how:'
He offers a new title for those who would use the American land and people
to feather a few nests: Transylvanians, from that abortive effort to set up an
artistocratic state in Ohio during the Revolution. It was Transylvanians who
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lobbied at the capital while Daniel Boone and his boys fought off the Indians and
cleared the forests. Where have we met their like since? The dreamers he explains
in the light of Robert Owen's failure at communism in New Harmgny. Further, more, by changing his aim from a European intellectual to a Santa Barbara business
man, Mr. Peattie manage~' to say his say i~ favor of racial tolerance, with especial
.
.
reference to Negroes and Japanese.
Hamilton Basso, more concerned with ideas than with landscape, follows the
ingenious scheme of accounting for one John Applegate (a typical small-town
druggist) through the ideas which have formed him. It is not that John Applegate
is consciously aware that he gets his Puritanism from Cotton Mather and his
resourcefulness and ingenuity from a long line of frontiersmen beginning with John
Smith, but that those forebears color his unconscious as do also the rags-to-riches
success typified. by Andrew CaI'D:egie and the perpetual Boy Scout, Teddy Roosevelt.
The scheme is open to disagreement at many points and is much more successful
at some than others. The lumping of Henry Adams and William. J enDings Bryan
as "The American Turns the Century" means nothing; they were both there;
that's all. But none could cavil at linking Jefferson and democracy or Calhoun and
the aristocratic tradition, or at the implication that those two ingrained credos
give John Applegate a split personality e.ven now. Basso shows very well how the
aristocratic conviction that the best must rule has tun through from yotton Mather's
belief in the right of the godly, Calhoun's trust in the well-born and emerged at
last as the curious assumption that the am~ing of money somehow bestows a right
as valid as though God had given it. ,
In "Huey Long, the American as Demagogue," Mr. Basso has written a keen
study of the South since the Civil War; and he makes a good case for his. fear
that such another Kingfish might make a more successful bid for the presidency
and dictatorship. For such men understand well that John Applegate, as a materialist, is forever lur~d by the promise qf a full dinner pail, normalcy, a chicken' in
every pot. "Who knows," he concludes, "what that assassin's bullet saved ~ from?"
Basso is serious about Huey Long; but how he must have chuckled when he
picked Phineas T. Barnum as the "American as Educator." That great master of
hokum, he tells us, recites in his book, The Art of Money-Getting, nearly the
whole litany of modem business folklore and practice." The implication is clear
that most of John Applegate's education comes from the successful advertiserin one field or another.
Franklin Roosevelt exemplifies "The American and the Revolution." He typifies
that great change to which John Applegate is reluctant to accommodate himself.
Puritanism has gone, leaving only such traces as, for instance, the refusal of the
Albuquerque papers to print the words "bingo game." 'But the' demoa:atic tradition,
_ beginning in public life with Bryan and. the first Roosevelt, has produced a
national social conscience. So far John Applegate seems very uncomfortable with
a social consci~nce, but Mr. Basso ends on a note of hope that his protagonist
will indeed open the door to the future.
His publishers blurb Gerald Johnson's American Heroes and Hero-Worship as
"the ironies of history." The fourteen-year-olds would not enjoy it. It would
bewilder John Applegate into resentful irritation at having his accepted classifica-
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tions upset. And Mr. Peattie's European friend would find in it only confirmatiOI
for his belief that American ways are weird beyond compfehending. These portrait
would best be appreciated by a student who might disagree with many of Mr
johnson's conclusions, but who would surely enjoy the sparkle of his ironic style
We are given no cause for national self-congratulation unless for our lu(}k in s(
often picking the right hero, though for the wrong reasons. Mr. Johnson suggest:
that our national character is that of Wrong-Way Corrigan, who took off fOJ
California and landed in Ireland, rather than that of the far-sighted Lindbergh
who knew exactly what he was doing-and look where he landed I
Mr. Johnson notes the controversy about professors. They may be of use, h(
submits; and hanging them ~ll would be just impracticable idealism anyhow. Om
of their uses is to revalue our heroes and our history, a necessary task as OUI
past is constantly changing by "refraction against our current state of mind." In
reply to the foreigner he finds justification for democracy in "Lincoln's final
perspicacity of ·the people. You can't fool all of them all the time." "American
history," he says, "has always been a mocker of tidy minds, flouting the rules of logic
and puckishly upsetting the dictates of common sense."
.
Mr. Johnson thereupon documents this contention by presenting the founder
of the Du Pont family as a dreamer who wrote Jefferson: "I bewail the fact that
Americans are . . . turning their capital and industries toward enterprises of the
son which do not create wealth, but permit the acquisition of wealth and make it
possible for a few capitalists to get hold of it with the sad consequence that we
have destitute people whom no one can help." He finds Du Pont de Nemours a
typical American in his ability to shift easily from Jand speculation to powder
making, and a salesman "of ability that entitled him to rank among the' Founding
Fathers of a nation of great salesmen."
Jefferson and Hamilton exchange roles as Mr. Johnson finds Hamilton the
romantic idealist who clung to his theories, even "the startling romantic theory . . ;
that the rich are intelligent," and Jefferson the believer in an aristocracy, but of
character and brains rather than of birth or wealth. Mr. Johnson elucidates: "there
is in fact an aristocracy . . . of brains and character in every nation; it is permanent only in 'the sense that seafoam is ever-present because while it is always
dissolving it is always being renewed from below."
As a Southerner whose two grandfathers were caught in Sherman's march, Mr.
Johnson is at his best in the chapter "Sons of Hagar.", He lets in a flood of light on
the antebellum social scene in. which every white man was not a lordly aristocrat
. surrounded by Uncle Toms, Aunt Jemimas, and Topsies, but in which there was
a large class of unaristocratic whites who produced such phenomena as Tom Watson,
granddaddy of them all, Cole Blease, Tom Heflin, James Vardaman, and that final
monstrosity, Huey Long. "The ironical fact [is] that the region that furnished
by far the. greater part of the brain power involved in the .establishment of the
Republic, and . . . for half a century drove it forward to new experimentation in
liberalism thereafter not only abdicated leadership, but became the American
fortress of obscurantism. . . ." ". . '. for the past half century whenever the South
has produced a conspicuous leader of liberal thought it has contrived to convert
him, not into a conservative, as the British aristocracy did with Ramsay MacDonald,
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but into an exazpple of what the Nazis delicately term AfJenfolk~ the ape-people."
As a Southerner's judgment of his own people, this chapter is revealing, though
perhaps it i~ too harsh. For though the South has not produced outstandingly
liberal statesmen, she has produced liberals' and valuable ones. Mr. Johnson ·himself
is a case in point, a~ are many oth~rs, especially editors and writers who courageously
battle against the evils he cites.
Getting on with his chronology Mr. Johnson touches off Bryan, the heretic in
politics and the liberal who failed, buf most of whose important ideas have now
become the law of the land, and the brilliantly successful and noisy reformer,
Teddy Roosevelt, at bottom a conservative who changed nothing.
Presenting Woodrow Wilson as "The Cream of the Jest" is an irony almost too
cruel. For Wilson told us just how this war would be made, and we would not
heed because we could not bear "stem old truths, reminding us that greed is
suicidal, that suspicion of all the world is silly, that self-righteousness leads straight
to humiliation. That old man is stili. as he always was, bitter, but tonic." .
So is Gerald Johnson tonic, though without bitterness and with hwnor, attributes
which make his book excellent both for reading and for thinking about.
ERNA

FERGUSSON

'New World A-Coming': Inside Black~merica~ by Roi <;>ttley. Boston: Houghton
MifBin Company, 1943. $3.00.
The Race Question and the Negro: a Study of, the Catholic Doctrine on Interracial Justice, by John LaFarge, S.J. New York and Toronto: Longmans, Green
and Company, 1943. $2.50 •
The Darker Brother, by Bucklin Moon. G,arden City, New,York: Doubleday, Doran
and Company, Inc., 1943. $2.50 •
Race relations in the United States, and particularly those be,tween' the Negroes
and the whites,' are rapidly approaching a stage of crisis. Our official policy of largely
ignoring the problem hasn't helped much. Neither have the active hostility of a
great many whites, the complete indifference of a still larger group, and the growing
insistence of the Negroes on social and economic equality. The grim fact is that
the Negro is fed up with the role of Uncle Tom and is detennined to have a
larger part in the say or else. And with a good many thousands of whites equally
determined that he ~ontinue to "tote dat bale," we may be closer to. a very,
unpleasant else than we are ready to admit.
The attitude of the American Negro today is clearly expressed in the title and
on nearly every page of Mr. Ottley's 'New World, A-Coming: What the Negro
wants, in Ottley's words, is simply "liberty and peace, and an enriched life, free
of want, oppression, violence, and proscription. In.a word, he wants democracy."
Not theoretical democracy; he's had that. What he wants now is the real stuff.
And what's more, he int~nds to have it. No more platitudes; no more hushing of
the whole business; no more waiting for pie in the sky. Democracy on the barrel
head here and, now is what has been ordered, and that is what will have to be
delivered'whether some of us like it or not.
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'New World A-Coming' .is not a threat; neither is it a warning. It is simply
a Negro reporter's attempt to trace the history of the Negro's progress, toward
full citizenship. to sum up his aspirations and his hopes, and to strike a balance
between his vices and his virtues. Using Harlem as a base. Ottley wanders freely
around in time and space, discussing such diverse topics as Father Divine, Marcus
Garvey, and Joe Louis; the Negro's ballot (recommended as required reading for
several Senators); the black cabineteers; the Negro press; Negro society; and Jews
in Negro life. The style is easy, the material entertaining; but the dominant note
is always, as Ottley points out in his foreword, an awareness 11hat "race is the most
compelling force in Negro life today."
The implications of race relations in the United States for the international
scene are not overlooked by Ottley. In his last three chapters he outlines the
activities and attitudes of Negroes in the present war, evaluates the successes and
failures of German and Japanese propaganda attempts to influence them. and
sums up the role of the Negro in the interna.tional picture. "The color problem,"
he says, "has become a world-wide iss.ue to settle here and now." Pointing out that
"millions of black, brown, and yellow peoples still .do not believe that the white
world believes in or intends to put into effect democracy for ail once the danger to
themselves is passed," Ottley insists that "the Negro's cause in America is the
barometer of democracy" and that "if it falls here it will fall everywhere." And
it was not rising much the last time Ottley looked. .
If'human beings behaved rationally and thought 199icaIly, John LaFarge's book
on the Negro question would be the last one needed dn that subject. With decisive
finality he disposes forever of. the notion that anyone race is inferior to any
other; with clarity and understanding he analyzes the present status of the Negro;
with fairness he outlines and examines the issues between the races; and in
conclusion he offers tJ:1e solutions to the problem: education for Negroes (a little
of that wouldn't be bad for some of the whites who are determined to keep the
Negro where he is'l), organization of Negro propaganda and pressure groups, and
interracial action by the Catholics. As an example of. logical organization. the
book is admirable; as a practical contribution to a permanent solution of the Negro
question, its value is more doubtful.' Beautifully organized into subject matter.
doctrine, issues, and solutiops,.... with the material under eadI heading carefully
arranged in outline form, Tile Race Question and the Negro is a masterpiece of
objective thinking about ~ complex social problem. iBut its greatest merit is also
its greatest fault: it is too objective, too calm, too lacking in a sense of the urgency
of the problem to be of much help to a person wanting to know. "What next?"
"Be patient." Father LaFarge seems to say to the Negro and white alike; "forget
the racial issue; it will aIl~work out'in good time." But the Negro. even if he
wanted to. couldn't forget race-we who are white won't let him-and his patience.
from years of waiting for better treatment, has worn thin. What is missing from
Father LaFarge's book is the Negro point of view, the sense of being embroiled
in the ugly mess of race relations, of being personally concerned with the outcome.
LaFarge can be emotionally aloof, concerned only intellectually with the plight
of the Negro; Ottley, who has experienced both the glories and humiliations of
being a Negro, knows in his bones what the whole argument is about. LaFarge
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can mediate on the problem with the detached interest of a meteorologist in
the weather; Ottley, being out in the ~n, knows how wet it is.
"
Bucklin Moon's The Darker Brother is an example of how a novelist can
frequently give a clearer insight into' a social problem than does the writer of a
serious, factual study. In his story-of young Ben Johnson,Mr~ Moon, himself white,
takes white people into the mind and emotions of the Negro and builds an awareness of and a sympathy for him that neither Ottley Bor LaFarge was able to do.
Ben Jolinson is not Joe Louis or Father Divine or Bigger Thomas. What happens
to him is nothing very dramatic, nothing very muCh out of the ordinary. It is
merely what would happen'to you and me if our skins were black and we liad to live
in the hostile or indifIerent white world. Ben Johnson grows up in New York.
after a childhood spent in the South. He leanis early about the invisible.barriers
surrounding a Negro. ' He hunts_ for work during the depression; he continues to
hunt after the outbreak of the war when factories are clamoring for workerswhite workers. He is drafted and sent to the South for training; he finds there
tht1 same patterns of segregation in the army as outside. He goes off to· fight for
freedom and the brotherhood of men, goes willingly knowing that his fight won't
be over when he returns. Ashe puts it: "We got tub fight the enemy over .there.
We got too fight for what we got comin to us over here. We been waitinuh long
time. We liable, too get knots beat allover the top 00 our heads. We goin tub
get shoved round. But we got tub keep fightin."
And they will; believe me, brother, they willI
LYLE

SAUNDERS

The Philosophy of Thomas Jenerson~ by Adrienne Koch. New York: Columbia
University Pre~~ 194~. $2.50'
A vc;>lume of this title must, of necessity, contain'some treatnient of the term
"philosopher." Adrienne Koch includes it in an attempt to show in what sense
Jefferson belongs in this category. Obviously, he did not develop and set down
a logical, systematic account of the universe and man's relation to it in the tradition
of Plato and Spinoza and Kant. Rather, Jefferson was a philosophe. He had intense
intellectual curiosity, was ,eager to learn of new hypotheses and to attempt their
evaluation. He had a natural aptitude for intellectual exercise which would
advance knowledge and improve science. "Remember," says the author, "that
Jefferson V\as a disciple of scienpfic method when it took courage and ingenuity
to be one. He was a devotee of respublica~ to. tlte extent of serious and sustained
analysis of the principles and practice of desirable social living in its many facets
-the state, local government, education, the law, the army, and the protection of
citizens. He was, moreover, a vivid interpreter of the classics, literary, historical,
moral, and a level-headed innovator in the art of public order."
The book, following Jefferson's own divisions of the field, contains three parts:
"Ethics," "Philosophy and Ideology," and "The Theory of Society." Much emphasis
is placed upon his debt to FrenCh thought and particularly upon his admiration
for Destutt de Tracy, whose Commentary and Review of Montesquieu and Political
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Economy Jeffe~rson sponsored for publication in this country, translating the
.. Commentary in full. The influence of Dugald Stewart, the! Scottish philosopher,
is also emphasized, and some attention is given to Jefferson's interest· in John
Locke; but the name of James Harrington does not appear, though it is well knoWll
that the Oceana had a significant place in shaping J efferson'~ political philosophy.
Perhaps the most impressive accomplishment of this book. is its characterizatioll
of Jefferson as a man who possessed, nearly one hundred-fifty years ago, a mon
truly scientific attitude than that of the average college graduate of today, bUl
balanced it with an intense devotion to the humanities. One comes away from
such a study with a new appreciation of the stature of this great early Americall
and of what the author calls "the cosmic coverage of his intellect."
The book, though not intended for popular consumption, contains mud
. excellent writing; at the same time, it bears the marks of painstaking research.
JAY

C.

KNODI

Lincoln and the Patronage~ by Harry J. Carman and Reinhard H. Luthin. Nel1
York: Columbia University Press, 1943" $4.50.
Lincoln used the patronage to build Republican party unity out of divers~
factions that "almost defy analysis, so numerous and varied were they." Th~
patronage consisted not only of civil offices at home and abroad, but also of arm~
commands and related tidbits in the form of government contracts and favors t<
newspapers. In performing the duty of rewarding the faithful, the presiden!
consulted ~ith his cabinet advisers, congressmen, personal friends and non-office
holding politicians. In short, the inner workings of the party machine are laid bare
in detail in Lincoln and the Patronage.
The deluge of office seekers descending on Washington, even while the natior
was plunging into the agony of ~ civil war, reveals political democracy at its worst
but Lincoln succeeded better perhaps in satisfying the petitioners than most mer
could have done under similar conditions. Maintaining the party was a prerequisite
to winning the war and saving the Union; hence, "In being a competent politician
he became a statesman." But the experience was very trying; Lincoln is credite<
with saying after his re-election, "It seems as though the ·bare thought of goin~
through again what I did the first year here, would crush me.
The intensity of the scramble for office was accompanied by major intrapart~
feuds that had their repercussions in the highest ,firdes. of government. Thl
Blair-Fremont" feud in Missouri finally led
the resignation of Postmaster Blai
from the Cabinet in 1864 and the with awal of Fremont from the presidentia
race. The authors discard the older idea f a bargain between the two and credi
Fremont with a desire to safeguard party umty "n the elee,tion.
The use of the patronage did not preserve the unity of the Republican party
the split between the Radicals and· Conservatives appeared early and grew il
intensity; after 1864 it "seemed at times to have been almost as potent a sourCl
of discord . . . as difference of opinion over the Reconstruction policy . . . .11
II
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The bibliography shows a most diligent search~ for information. The book is
primarily for the specialist and is an excellent contribution to the fundamentals
of American history.
FRANK D.. REEVE

The Making of Modern Britain: a Short History~ hy john Barlet Brebner and
Allan Nevins. New York: W. W. Norton and Company, Inc., 1943. $2.50.This small book is a product of World War II. The British-American military
alliance implies permanent postwar political co-operation; this implication in turn
leads the authors to believe that the two peoples should better' understand one
another. For them, history becomes the chosen vehicle to convey that understanding.
Mr. Nevins had previously prepared a short American history for British schools;
now he has written the first chapter in this present book, entitled "The Significance
of British History." He compares British history to a pageant and stresses its
continuity, the British love of compromise, and British individualism, all-of which
bequeath to the world "civil liberty and free political institutions," ~beit accompanied by materialism and a slight feeling of superiority.
In the remaining nine chapters Mr. Brebner brilliantly sketches the pageant
from earliest times to the present. He indulges in no paean of praise for the
British, but presents a balanced picture, the good with the bad. Barring an incorrect
date or ,two, his is scholarly writing, but it suffers fr~m the same weakness that
besets any condensation of history: the summary staeement and sound generalization convey much meaning to the initiate, Qut may not be truly understood by
the layman. There is no short cut to -an understanding of Britain. Those who
seek it here may be led to follow the longer road marked out by the appended
selection of additional readings. Lists of sovereigns. from Alfred the Great and
prime ministers, plus an inde~, complete the volume.
FRANK D. REEVE

The Spanish Labyrinth: ,an Account of the Social and Political Background Of the
Civil War~ by Gerald Brenap. Cambridge and New York: The University Press
and The Macmillan Company, 1943· $3.50.
. ~f I had stopped to acquire an intimate knowledge of Spanish political background before joining the Loyalist Army, it is doubtful that I would have reached
Spain before the war's end. At. least that seems to be a reasonable supposition
after reading Gerald Brenan's exhaustive and monumental research report, The
spanish Labyrinth.
.
The heroic. ambition to unravel the tangled threa~ of Spain's struggles over
land, religion, trade unionism, political ideology, and even empire is a task of
such proportions that Mr. Brenan often becomes lost in his own labyrinthian
passages. His work is less a book than a hundred thousand research reference cards
between two covers. From ,his labors a professional political economist probably
IJ-t
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could write a really great book on Spain. Yet Spanish Labyrinth'iis without question _
one of the most important contributions to modem .politi~ science: it is a
detailed history of a country slowly bleeding to death as a r~sult of its leaders'
traditional unwillingness to heed the desires or needs of foui-fifths of a nation.
It is the record of events that 'terminated in the bloody Civi!iWar, precursor of
World War II.
Although a complex Spanish history, replete ~th hundreds o~ footnotes, chapterend notes and appendices, is largely of interest only to Hispanophiles, The Spanish
Labyrinth might
well be widely read as an example of what earn
happen to' many
.
r
countries in South America. Many of the same elements that led to the Spanish
Civil War are also vital issues in the American republics: a: landless peasantry
versus absentee landlords, the Church 'versus liberalism," region~ism versus na~ion.
alism, and the utilization of native fascism by a frightened aristocracy.
Gerald Brenan, born of Anglo-Irish parents in 1894, fought on the Western
front in the First World War and then sought peace in Spaniish village life. He
wrote novels and watched the tragic Spaniards win the 1936 Popular Front victory
only to be plunged into the Civil War a few months later. Mr. Brenan supported
the Republicans, but he also concealed a family of Franco sympathizers in his
home and spirited them out of the country. Within a few months qf the outbreak
of the war, Gerald Brenan moved to England and began the prodigious research
for The Spanish Labyrinth.
The great value of Brenan's work does not lie in his conclusions, which are
sometimes petulant and arbitrary, but .rather in the completeness of his coverage.
Starting with the premise that discovery of the New ,World gave an unprepared
Spain too much wealth too quickly, the author examines in detail each of the
conflicting trends that have sapped Spanish energies. He records the history of
regionalism, the struggle of the Basques and Catalans for autonomy. He documents
the traditional graft of the central government at Madrid, noting -that fifty to
eighty percent of all taxes collected were pocketed by politicos and that the rich
nearly always secured tax exemption. He points up the independence of the
Spanish Catholic Church from Vatican authority and advances' the claim that the
Church was "the great leveler" ~ntil the nineteenth century Carlist War stripped
it of tremendous agricultural properties and drove it into the arms of the reactionary artistocracy. The Spanish Army officers are pictured as oorrupt and brutal,
products of middle-class ambition thwarted by lack of economic opportunity.
He shows how the Madrid government provoked violence among the trade
unions in an effort to counteract regionalism. For at least a ~ntury·the Spanish
Crown fought the advent of the industrial revolution that was booming Britain
and America, lest it alter the dominant position of the land aristocracy. The
method consisted of diversion by hurling conflicting groups at each other's throats
and alternating governmental power between Tweedledum and Tweedledee conservative parties. But the greatest error of both monarchy and republic was the
failure to dig into Spain's most vital problem: the agrarian question.
The Spanish Labyrinth has excellent chapters clearly outlining t;he ideologies
of the Anarchists, the Carlists, and the Socialists. Orthodox Cbmmunists are dismissed by the, author as ruthless opportunists who.never (even during the Civll
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War) had any real appeal for Spanish workers. He also claims that the Falange
was unimportant until 1936, when Franco and a group of ultraconservatives decided
to use it as a vehicle for overthrowing the Popular Front government. Surprisingly
he omits all reference to the important prewar influences of Germany, Italy, Russia,
France, and Britain ,on Spanish political and economic developments.
Of the future Mr. Brenan has only this to say, "If within the next two centuries
there is a happy and peaceful future awaiting Spain, one may predict that it will
be a weak and paternal Socialist regime, giving ample regional and municipal
autonomy:' To those of us who sUrvived the fight against Hitler's and Mussolini's
legions, the future of Spain, even in defeat, seems brighter than'in Mr. Brenan's
view. And we .simply refiect the Spaniard's own abiding faith that given her just
place in the world family of ~ations, Spain will soon become a strong and Vigorous
democracy. The Anglo-American policy of nonintervention in the Civil War meant
that Spain lost all she had gained ina century of violent internal struggles. It now
remains to be seen _whether a postwar world will seal that retrogression or whether
it will restore her people;s right to express their will.
J ACE. BRADLEY F AHY

The Story of the: Americas, the Discovery, Settlement, and Development 'of the
New World, by Leland DeWitt Baldwin. New York: ~imon and Schuster, 1943.
$3.50 •

;

Rio Grande to Cape Horn, by Carleton Beals. Boston: Houghton Miftlin Company,
1943· $3.50 •

Captain of the Andes, the life Of Don Jose de San Martin, liberator of 4rgentina,
Chile and Peru, by Margaret H: Harrison. New York: Richard R. Smith, 1943.
$3:00•

'

Though the first two of these books deal with Latin America quite differently,
the one tracing historical growth and the other analyzing the contemporary political
and economic scene, both arrive ultimately at the same purpose, to evaluate our
Good Neighbor Policy and to weigh the chances Jor hemisphere cooperation in
the postw~ world. The authors 'attack. the problem differently, but both come to
similar conclusions regarding the steps that must be taken to confirm and cement
the unity of purpose that has arisen among these nations +in the emergency of war.
Mr. Baldwin's Story of the Americas is more than a history.. He traces the
development of each country in the Western Hemisphere from the time of its
discovery by the white man to the present with little attention to dates, battles,
and political upheayals except i~ their relation to the confiict between racial
. elements, which confiict, he believes, is largely responsible for our present ,'attitudes
toward each o$er as well as for our economic and political differences. He includes
the United States and Canada in his history, and does not neglect to point out
the brutality with whiclt the frontiers of these two countries were pushed forward,
a brutality which seemed less brutal than it actually was only because of the
comparatively weak resistance of the natives and the rapid success of the colonizers.
On the other hand, the struggle betw~en natives and Spaniards in the South appears
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more ruthless because of the inability, of the Spanish settlers to see themselves as
permanent dwellers in a new land until the generations had brC?ught about a
widespread mixture of the conqueror with the native. As long as Spanish blood
remained pure, Spain was the homeland, and the colonizers were but sojourners
in a foreign land. In North America this attitude was negligible, and the settlers
early showed their independence of the bonds of European politics and tradition.
Mr. Baldwin believes, however, that with the emergence in the South of a race
feeling a strong sense of its identity with the Western world rather than with
Europe, new <;ommon interests between the peoples of the North and South have
arisen, and therefore, that the problem of unifying these interests' is of prime
importance for. the man of the Americas today.
Although Carleton Beals also discusses the racial conflicts in each of the countries
south of the Rio Grande, he does so rather from the standpoint of geographic,
economic, and social forces than: from that of historical events. He describes with
understanding the life and surroundings of the people, incluc:ling enough of their
history to make clear the forces that have formed their attitudes. Without mincing
words, he lays bare the political machinations of stronger nations, especially of
Great Britain and the United States, tow.u:d submerging Latin American countries
to the position of private hunting grounds for their respective industrial interests.
. He presents many just reasons for the Latin American's distrust of friendly overtures
from the United States. They ask how we can speak of democracy for their
peoples when our own attitude toward the Negro has been less democratic than
their treatment of Indians and other racial groups. They accept the Good Neighbor
Policy in time of emergency, but they ask whether it is permanent, or merely a
Roosevelt policy. Although Mr. Baldwin claims that the masses "have proved
themselves able to distinguish between' government and private investors," Mr.
Beals' evidence points to the fact that there seldom has been a separation between
the interes~ of the United States government and those of private capital in our
dealings with Latin America. The notorious handling of the Argentine beef
question is a case in point. The author believes in the possibilities for the honest
success of the Good Neighbor Policy, but he does not hesitate to criticize its
inadequacies or the errors it has, made so far.
Both authors agree, however, that in the postwar world the continuance of
the Good Neighbor Policy on a permanent basis of cooperation, of helpful economic
planning to assist in the development of each country according to its needs and
possibilities, rather than preserving it as a private source of raw materials for
United States industries, even at the sacrifice of some measure of our own economic
superiority, will be the greatest factor in maintaining hemispheric solidarity and
will create a strong -world influence toward permanent peace. It will also be
necessary to forget our "Yankee" race superiority and. to recognize the valuable
contributions of other races to our American culture.
Neither book has been written for experts in the field of Latin American
relations; both are eminently worth the public's reading to obtain a clearer understanding of the problems that confront all of us who hope to live in a more
peaceful and intelligent world after the current business on hand is settled.
The Story of the Americas is well supplemented with maps, but the use of a
~
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good atlas is helpful in following Mr. Beals from Rio' Grande to Cape Horn.
Carleton Beals, whom Time magazine has called "the best-informed living writer
on Latin America," devotes an illuminating chapter of his book to a discussion
of Argentina and the background 'of her present failure to war against the. Axis.
A further understanding of that great neighbor may be had by !eading Margaret
Hayne Harrison's biography of Jose de S,an Martin, the ,liberator of Argentina,
Chile, and Peru, in whose life-story II\ay be seen the ideals of independence at
their conception. The author tells of San Martin's boyhood on the banks of the
Uruguay River, his education" and life- of soldiering in SpaiIi,his returp to his
native land to offer his services in the cause of South American freedom. The
• epic of his' struggle to train and equip an army and to lead it over the mighty
Andes to the liberation of Chile and Peru is equalled only by the greatness of his
personal sacrifice of ambition and power in' the interest of his ideals. Mrs. Hcirrison
relates the story with enthusiasm am;l an understanding of her enigmatic subject.
The book contains two maps of South America on the end papers and is excellently
illustrated.
MARY WICKER

Learning Navaho, Volume One, py Berard Haile. St. Michaels, Arizona: St. Michaels
Press, 1941. No price indicated.
Origin L!!gend of the Navaho ,Flintway, text and translation by Father Berard
Haile; The University of Chicago Publications in Anthropology, Linguistic Series.
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1943. $3.00.
The Navaho, by Frances E. Watkins. Southwest Museum Leaflets, No. 16. Los
Angeles: The Southwest Museum, 1943. $.30.
Three recent publicati<?ns have adde4 greatly to our knowledge of the -Southwest in general and specifically of the Navaho Indians. The first two of these
works, written by Father ~erard Haile, O.F.M., are exceedingly detailed and
complete. Father Berard has lived for over forty years among the Navaho Indians,
during which period he has acquired an intimate knowledge of their language
and culture. More impor~ant, his humanitarian efforts have won him the complete
confidence of that people. These attributes have been translated into again for
science; he has produced and, one hopes, will continue to produce many painstaking
and valuable contributions in anthropology.
Learning Navaho is the fiist of what is hoped will be a series of publications
on Navaho language. It is a thoroughly- practical and usable publication. The
Navaho orthography and phonemic system are clearly presented, and the student
is led gradually through the unfamiliar morphology of that people. In a sense,
the title is a misnomer, fo~ the volume contains information other than linguistics.
Particularly notable are di,scussions. on kinship amI clan function; in lesse,r degre~
are those on birth and marriage.
The Origin Legend of the "Navaho Flintway, as the title indicates, gives the
mythological sanction for the ceremonial employed in curing pneumonia, cardiac
and lung diseases, and internal injuries caused by a variety of accidents. The work
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contains a general discussion on Navaho chantways and shows how the same and
new elements are re-used and re-combined, giving rise to a variety of chantways
based on a single pattern. The 'body of the work is a carefully annotated translation
of the Flintway Legend. Two informants were used and individual variations are
preserved and noted. In addition to its ethnological value, it is of special interest
to linguists and students of literature, to the former because it offers opportunities
for morphologic analysis, to the latter because it presents for examination many
familiar and unfamiliar stylistic devices which abound in primitive literature. The
high standard of excellence of the publication is marred only by the poor edito~al
work on the part of the University of Chicago Press.
.
'The Navaho l by FranceS' E. Watkins, is one of a series of popular museum
guides designed for the general public. It deviates from other pamphlets of this
type only in that it offers an unusually complete and accurate abstract of Navaho
culture. Particularly noteworthy are the illustrations, many of which are old and
hitherto unpublished.
W. W. HILL

Man and Resources in the Middle Rio Grande Va{I~YI by Allan G. Harper, Andrew
R. Cordova, and Kalervo Oberg. Albuquerque: The University of New Mexico
Press, 1943. $2.25.
Man and Resources is a book that will prove indispensable to those who wish
to obtain a clear insight into the problems of north central New Mexico. Not
only are the essential facts on man and resources in the area set forth in a
thoroughgoing manner, but those facts have been compressed into the fewest
possible words and set forth in an att~active nontechnical style. In 118 pages, the
authors have drawn a concise and easily appreciated picture of the causes and
effects of the grave socio-economic situation facing man in the Middle Rio Grande
Valley. In addition, the book includes a useful biblographical note, a detailed
index, and twenty fine photographic plates which portray various aspects of life
in the area.
The authors, very appropriately, merge a penetrating interpretation of the tricultural population with their analyses of objective data on resources. They point
out very clearly the effects that the Indian, Spanish, and "Anglo" populations
and their movements have had upon the natural resources and, in tum, the
influence that the resources and the changes that have taken place' in those
resources have had upon the three population groups. The presentation of these
. reciprocal effects is made with remarkable insight and in a pleasing way. Although
the facts contained in the volume are based on objective investigation, the book
does not err on the side of lack of color and life. Throughout Man and Resourcesl
the reader will be constantly impressed with the manner in which the authors
have identified themselves with the issues in question. When one reads the brief
note on the authors (pages 155-156), it is, easy to understand that, in writing this
book, the authors were not simply discharging an academic function; they were
portraying a scene which is fascinating to them and for which they have profound
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attachment. This reviewer is <ronfident that the reader will participate in that
fascination and attachment-Man and Resources is that kind of book.
GE0

R GEl. SAN C HE Z

The American Land: Its History and Its Uses, by William R. Van Dersal. London,
New York, and-Toronto: The Oxford University Press, 1943· $3.75.

I

The American Land is an informally written and admirably illustrated little
book. Its author, a botanist with the United States Department of Agriculture,
here presents fresh evidence that "one sees what one looks for." It appears that
to him "The Land" is equivalent to· the crop plants grO\f1l uPon it, and that
"American," in the title, refers only to the United States. Thus two thirds of the
book is a carefully nontechnical inventory of our crop plants, their histories, and
their uses. One looks in vain for discussions of soil groups, geology, and relief.
Space is apportioned according to the relative economic importance of the crop.
Com receives an entire chapter, and one of the most interesting. The first two
and the final three chapters felicitously introduce and develop the conservation
thesis. The very real necessity for guarding our soil and forest is sufficient excuse
for this reiteration of the story. Presumably the earlier date of publication precluded mention of Faulkner's re-eent cond~mnation of the plow.
.
Geologists will be annoyed to read that "geologic erosion" takes place at
scarcely J;Ileasurable speeds. In this connection Kirk Bryan has wisely remarked
that significant .surface erosion is always catastrophic, regardless of climate. Assertion
that the removal of seven inches of '"soil under several specified cover conditions
requires 34,000 to 575,000 years (p. 192) is both meaningless and misleading. Such
figures are unwarranted extrapolations from shott-term records. which do not" include
great Hoods. The latter, occurring at irregular intervals whose magnitude is of the
order of fifty or one. hundred· or two hundred years, are chiefly responsible fOI
surface erosion in humid regions. In arid regions the catastrophes occur at many
places every year; they are, called "cloudbursts." These considerations, be it noted,
in no way vitiate the conservationist's argument.
The American Land seems especially suitable for use as a reference work on
the high school level, or for the gentle titillation 'of not too confirmed urbanites.
~

PARRY

A.

REICHE

Hills Of Home, by Curtis Martin. Boston: Houghton Miffiin Company, 1943. $2.00.
In Time .of Harvest, by John L. Sinclair. New York: The Macmillan Company,
194"3· $2.50.
It is heartening to know that it is Curtis Martin's ambition to devote himself

to writing when he returns from the battle fronts. For Hills of Home shows
promise which we are confident will be fulfilled. His puplishers are to be congratulated for having added him to their list.
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Hills of Home is an informal portrait of a New Mexico town. One wishes it
were less informal-not because of any objection to informality in itself, but because
we deplore the opportunity which has been missed in choice of vehicle. Hills of
Home is a series of vignettes of some dozen of the more colorful and in~eresting
citizens of the town of Sangre de Cristo. These sketches have been executed With
subtlety and understanding. Nonetheless, they give the impression of .having been
transcribed from the author's notebook, for, absorbing as many of them are, they
lack development and leavening. They lack the cumulative and mounting interest,
. the tension and suspense which adherence to a more rigid form would have
engendered. For here, the whole is not greater than the sum of its parts; and in
,
creative writing, it must be so.
.
Hills of Home cannot be classed as a collection of short stories, for many of the
chapters are unresolved, though some of them are adaptable to the short story
technique. Neither is the book a novel. The fact that John Fellows plays a minor
part in each chapter is not sufficient tq make it one. For John's character does not
grow and develop over the pages; auld no attempt has been made to show how
the lives of his more fully develope~ acquaintances impinge one upon another.
We meet each new character for the first time. We hardly ever hear of him again.
Thus, how, for instance, can it mean much to us, never having known her before,
when John leaves Helen Patton at the end of the book?
Perhaps we are unjust. Perhaps we are thinking too much in terms of Mr.
Martin's next book. We shall look forward to its publication with interest, not
simply because we know we shall enjoy readinK it, but because, quite impersonally
and without knowing him, it will give us pleasure to see how, along with growing
technical mastery and greater human experience, he will take fuller advantage of
the material for which he· has such obviously genuine feeling.
The characters in John L. Sinclair's In Time of Harvest are cut from quite
another piece of cloth. They are the McClung family, come some seven hundred
miles by mule team to claim one square mile of New Mexican dirt they could call
their own. There is Tod, a bean-growing fool from Oklahoma, who the minute
he hit his homestead wasted no time in hitching his mules to the plow and breaking
ground. There is Faybelle, his wife, a hoe-slinging fool of an honest-to-God woman
with "stout legs~ hard muscles in her -arms, wide hips and enough milk to raise
a slew of kids"-seten of them, in fact, the last one being born soon after they
reached their homestead. There is her tobacco-spitting father, Piddle, who all
during the westward trip sat on the tailboard and helped break the monotony by
browning out the star on the saddle pony's forehead. There are the McClung's
neighbors whom we meet at a dance at the school house where things get pretty
hot to the tune of Tod's fiddling, with moonshine on the side and a fist fight
and prairie fire thrown in for. good· measure. The organizer of the shindig was
Miss Simonson, the school marm. Tod didn't take to her at first. In his own
worm, he'd be a son of a bitch if he'd raise his kids to be jelly beans and educated
fools. What they needed to learn he and Faybelle could teach them out of the
Bible, ,and if any of them got the idea they wanted to go beyond the eighth grade
he'd whale the hell out of them.
"You're one kind," he told Miss Simonson, "like a sleek race horse mnnin'

r
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over ground that's smooth and green, and we're like mules that bust clods and
sweat and know we ain't good for nothin' but just that. We don't need to know
anything else. We know the dirt ~nd how to eat from the dirt. Don't try to lift
us out of the soil, for it's our meat and livin'."
Tod's fears that his offspring would drift away from the soil were well founded,
and Piddle didn't help matters "none," filling the children full of tales of his _
lurid youth. We follow them, one by one, to tragic ends: the State Pen, a house
of prostitution, a lonely death. It was thanks to Miss Simonson that some of them
were salvaged after'she had convinced Tod of the .advantages of education. For
Tod could raise a first-rate crop ,of beans, but he wasn't much of a hand at· raising
kids. Such is the chief burden of a lusty book whose coarse humor, rugged style,
and true sense of impending tra,gedy are thoroughly in keeping with a'well-conceived
set of earthy characters.
...

The

Mothers~

THOMAS NICKERSON

by Vardis Fisher. New York: The Vanguard Press, 1943. $2.50.

Vardis Fishers third historical novel, like the other two, is built from the raw
m~terial of Western history. It is the famous Donner Party which receives the
noyelist's attention in The Mothers-with a less pretentious treatment than that
afforded the Mormons in Children of God~ and with a better organized, but
obviously slighter one, than in City of Illusion. Mr. Fisher's intent is to show the .
courage of the mothers ~ong the immigrants of the Donner Party. Trapped
without food and with only the rudest kind of shelter,· these women dominated in
spirit even 'the superhuman endurance and bravery of a man like Bill Eddy.
Even for those who have read the story before-either i~ history or in fictionFisher proves himself a master storyteller, building suspense from the gallant efforts
of Tamsen Donner, Margaret Reed, Eleanor Eddy, and others of the women to
save their children from cold and starvation. The trek of Bill Eddy and his party
(mostly women), from the camp to California, despite the necessary repetition of
detail, is told with an almost breathless urgency. That detail which, naturally
enougp., is the most enduring m~mory concerning the Donners-the eating of human
flesh-is ,skillfully played down so that we see it for what it must have been: a
frightful expediency and an act of courage rather than degradation.
But The Mothers must not be taken for more than a skillfully wrought story.
It does not contain the inmcate pattern of Children of God or the penetrating study
of individual characters that is to be found· in the early Fisher novels and even in
City of Illusion. There is the underlying psychological "explanation" for the
mothers' courage, but the emphasis this time is upon history as story, a grim and
balladlike account of struggle and death.
RAY B. WEST JR..
~

<'
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Starbuck~ by John Selby. New York: Farrar and Rinehart, Inc., 1943· $2.75.'
John Selby's Starbuck begins with the same kind of healthy vigor that was to be
found in the author's earlier novel, Sam. It depicts the youth, promise, and initial
accomplishments of the talented young musician, Brant Starbuck, skillfully and. with minor exceptions-convincingly. The first half of the book carries us from
the Middle West (where Brant's first success was a p'tize at the St. Louis World's
Fair), to New York, and finally to Europe.
Mr. Selby pres,ents two sides of h~s hero-his normality as a young man and his
talent-and the reader expects, rightly enough, that some kind of crisis will come
from it. It does, fairly early in th~ book, when Brant uncovers the mystery of his
illegitimacy. Though thi! climax s~ems rather forced and not entirely successful,
most of this section is well done and convincing: Brant's youthful relations with
his family, his early training in New York, and finally the"" pre-World War I
atmosphere of Southern Gerrilany.
The weakness of the later sections lies, probably, in the fact that Mr. Selby
finds it necessary to introduce a second thetn~, only slightly related to the main one,
and seemingly almost forced upon him by the date .of appearance of the bookthat is, an explanation of the German character in the light of present events.
Although Berlin is the scene of Brant's debut and first success, there is -a great
.deal of comment upon the militarism of the Prussians as compared to the easygoing'
Gemutlichkeit of Bavaria. This trite and easy explanation is far below the usual
perceptiveness of the author, as is the writing in later sections where Brant's struggle is not so much against his own desire to lead a more normal life than that of
the talented musician as it is a feeling that he should enlist in the war as a private
because, as he says, "this war is America's war." True, he also says that he's tired of
. being a special case, but the fact that he does lose the use of his hands (not in
combat, but as the result of an insignificant incident) seems to prove the opposite
of what the author wishes to say. In other words, Brant is a special case, and the
injury which he suffers seems, as a result of his decision, less tragic than foolish.
Had the war been left out of a story that had essentially little to do with the war,
one feels that Starbuck might have been a more powerful, convincing, and certainly
a more moving novel.
RAY B. WEST JR.

Retreat from Rostov~ by Paul Hughes. New York: Random House, 1943· $2.75.
The Night of the Summer Solstice and Other ~toriesO of the Russian War; selected
with a preface by Mark Van Doren. New Y~rk: Henry Holt and Company,
1943. $2.50.
<t
The obvious connection between Ret1'eat from Rostov and The Night of the
Summer Solstice is that they are both about the present Russian war. The novel is
written by an American who has never been out of America; the short stories are
by Russians, "men and women who brave the hottest fire, accompany the most
dangerous raiding parties, work the long hours on the industrial front," as the
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publishers tell us. In other words, we have a purely imaginative handling of the
war (based upon news reports) to contrast with firsthand experie~ce. The novel
comes out surprisingly well. The streng~ and vitality of the Russians, the
qualities which animate' and excite us in reading the short stories, provide die
binding force of the novel.
Retreat from Rostov is not a very good novel, but it is a singularly good fii,rst
. novel; in fact it is something of an achievement. Mr. Hughes has selected the
most difficult form for the novel, the pistorical, and a settiJ?g which immediately
recalls War and ·Peace. There is no need to compare the two novels except to
note that Mr. Hughes has learned much from Tolstoi in his handling of the groups
of characters and interlocking the action in the ten days of siege, occupati~n, and
retreat. The characters are not individuals but symbols. On the German side we
have Colonel Adrian Pfeiffer commenting upon and interpreting Nazi ideology.
The vitality that imbues all the other characters does not touch Pfeiffer. There
are other minor German figures necessary to round out the' German psychology,
including the women of the Women's Corps, who symbolize the enslaved nations
even in their quarreling. On the Russian side, we have several groups: Boris
Guidenny, symbol of guerrilla resistance; Kaaren Terenski, the awakened Russian
woman; Joseph, the musician, who gives his talent and his life for his country;
the Platons, Rostov hotel owners evicted by the Germans; and the Russian peasants
who love the' land. Ther~ is even a glimpse of Marshal Timoshenko, who treats
the Americans with rare consideratio~. The dialogue is extensive but undifferentiated; the characters are not individualized, and their speech is on one level
throughout. Although we are told that words are spoken "impulsively," "peevishly,"
"with some emotion," "in' terror," the emotion is attendant, not inherent. The
most convincing part ol the novel is the description of the last day of the occupation
of Rostov; here the reader sees. and feels the baffiement and breakdown of the
. Germans, undermined by something that they cannot comprehend, something that
does not diminish under reprisals but groV(S more powerful .as the violence
increases. The Nazis could overcome seen men by force of arms, but they were
powerless before the indomitable spirit of the Russian people.
The twenty short stories by six Russian writers published under the title of
the first story in the book, "The Night of the Summer Solstice," are good. Some
of the stories are sketches; ~all are isolated incidents. In them the reader lives,
sees, and feels the violence of war and furiously fights to preserve Russia. We find
certain stock situations, for the reactions of war are as old as war itself. We find
"La Mel'e Sauvage" of this war in Granny Anissia, in Wanda Wasilewske's "Inside
the Hut." The woman who withdraws rather than shatter a soldier's dream of
her beauty is not new. Heroic children have lived and died in every war. And
yet the intensity, the sincerity, the simplicity of the stories make each one a real
experience. The "Notes of a Guerilla Fighter" are vivid pictures, horrible in their
understatement. It is difficult to select.the best, for each story is excellent in its
own way. "The Night of the Summer Solstice" is outstanding for its suspense;
"The Girl Who Led the Way'" is Chekhovian in its simplicity and concentration;
"Death on a Collective Farm" etches a group which ,contains two sharply. drawn
characters: the inevitable traitor, who finds the new regime of the Nazis even
<
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worse than the resented collectivization, and the stn'?ng old peasant woman who
dies in order to destroy some of the invaders. The stories as a whole make clear
the inevitability of' defeat that history has demonstrated, for the Russian spirit
is indestructible.
E D I T H S. B L E 5 5 I N G

The Best American Short Stories~ I943; and the Yearbook of the American Short
Story~ edited by Martha Foley.
Boston: Houghton MifHin Company, 1943.
$2·75·
Martha Foley, former editor of Story~ introduces her second O'Brien anthology
with this statement: "The American short story this year may be considered as
bridging ~o worlds-the world before the war and the world as it now is: . . .
This editor is no believer in forcing ",any form of creative expression into a propaganda mould. Rather I prefer to look for what might be termed the fourth
dimension of writing, a dimension that transcends characters, action, and 5~bjects.
A simpler expression is art."
Judged on the basis of Ci!t alone, Miss Foley has chosen well. Paul Horgan's
"The Peach Stone" and Peter Gray's "Threnody for Stelios" are good examples
of "the fourth dimension." But with the exception of Irwin Shaw's "Preach on
the Dusty Roads," these stories might have been written in any year. 1942 and
1943 have seen America at war, filled with intense activity, and social and industrial
unrest. Yet, if this anthology is typical, either our writers have ignored history
about them or have fallen short in their literary efforts.
Although it may be true, as Miss Foley says, that the great stories of the last
world war were written after the conflict ended, still there has been some worthwhile writing to come from this period, stories which are neither propaganda nor
< escapist in character, nor "hurriedly. written to fit ,hackneyed fiction
patterns."
Lacking in The Best American Short Stories~ I94 3~ is the strength, the slightlY,
quickened style, the machine-gun-like intensity that this faster-moving .era has
produced.
Miss Foley's selections are examples of good writing--of the world before the
war, not the world as it is now.
LOIS GERARD

Annals of the New York Stage~ Volume XIII, 1885-1888, by G. C. D. Odell. New
York: Columbia University Press, 1942. $8.75.
The greatest task in the history Qf stage history is the writing of the Annals
The early volumes of this work revealed that the author,
who has for years occupied an pbservation tower and listening post in the' center
of the metropolis, is one of America's greatest theatre-goers.
Professor Odell began his teaching career at Columbia in 1895. and by 1920
had completed his classic Shakespeare from Betterton to Iruing.
Henceforth

of the New York Stage.
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equipped with the abIlity to ,order an endless chaos of detail with scholarly accuracy
and journalistic appeal, Mr. 'Odell began his study of New York amusements
with the eagerness of a man preparing to phrase· the memoirs of a wen-spent life.
The amusement wo!"ld of his city was his world, and he remembered the high points
of Broadway's past quite as distinctly as the average American born in a rural
community recalls the offerings of the high school auditorium and the county fair.
The present volume, covering the years 1885-1888, proves to be that part of
the author's biographia dramatica which coincides with his undergraduate- years
at Columbia. Mr. Odell is in large measure an identical contemporary of many of
the figures, fashions, developments, and organizations which make New York the
theatrical and amusement center that it is today. In this volume he is recording
the dawn of our own age. Though there were. no momentous innovations, no
emergence of outstanding playwrights,· and no extraordinary additions to dramatic
repertory, there were signs that indicated what the structure, form, and personnel
of New York amusements were to be in the future.
These were the days when Maurice BarrymQre was prominent in Shakespeare,
and the Barrymores of the present generation were mere children at the knee of
their actress mother, Georgie Drew Barrymore. Her own family, John Drew, Mrs.
John Drew, and Sidney Drew, were all to be seen in important roles. A Juliet of
those seasons became the great J ulia Ma~lowe, and E. H. Sothern also appeared.
Others later to be associated with Shakespearian repertory were Forbes-Robertson,
Robert Mantell,. and Richard Mansfield. Daniel Frohma~, the manager, began
at this time, producing a drama which 'Yas the joint effort of David Belasco and
Henry C. De Mille.
'Perhaps the greatest ,omens of the future appeare~ in the field of music.
Theodore ThOInas, who was already directing a series of forty-eight concerts, started
the real development of the Philharmonic Society in the fall of 1886. At the same
time young Walter Damrosch, who suddenly inherited the artis~c projects and
interests of his f~ther, began the Symphopy Society at the Metropolitan. Damrosch
was even more conspicuous in inaugurating a great era of German opera. In
1886 he, went to Germany on a mission that had far-reaching effects. He brought
back Anton Seidl, one of "the most accomplished and magnetic" conductors ever
heard in America. Seidl and the leaders of this new group were the· musicmasters of America. For years they broadened the frontiers of appreciation and
raised the level·of national taste. Largely through them came our love for German
music, but they were not working 'alone. The most perfectly trained orchestra
then to be found outside of Vienna was. the Boston Symphony Orchestra" and this
organization~ consisting of seventy-five musicians under the direction of William
Geriche, came this very season for its,fi~t New York concerts.
The singers that Damros~ brought over from Germany had but recently made
their reputation at home in Wagner's new musical drama. Among them were
the incomparable Lilli Lehmann and Albert Niemann. These two made a neverto-be-forgotten pair of lovers and that season at. the Metropolitan they gave the
first performance of Tristan and Isolde in America. The German group established
the supremacy of German opera at" the Metropolitan so firmly that only the superb
Adelina Patti, with some help from Campanini and Tetrazzini, was able to break
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the monopoly with her Italian repertory in 1890' During this initial triumph of
Tristan, an opera which is still perhaps the manager's "best bid for an overflowing
audience," Victor Herbert first appeared in public as a cellist in the orchestra.
And elsewhere in New York, though soon to be at the Metropolitan, Josef ,Hofmann,
a Polish child of ten, play'ed the piano "with the brilliancy and imaginative
power" of the most accomplished adult. In contrast, at a burlesque house Joe
Weber and Lew Fields appeared, not as proprietors or headliners in the world
of minstrelsy, but as hard-working comedians in "Rough Songs, Dances and
Eccentrici ties~"
But these years are not to be dismissed as the mere beginnings of future
greatness. Notable actors of the tim~ were John Drew, Otis Skinner, DeWulf
Hopper, Henry Irving, and among the ladies were Mrs. Agnes Booth, Ada Rehan,
Lillian Russell, Sarah Bernhardt, .and Ellen Terry. There was Dion Boucicault,
the actor who wrote the stage version of Rip Van Winkle; Joseph Jefferson, whose
name ~ll ever be associated with the part. No great drama was being written.
Henry Arthur Jones and Sir Arthur Wing Pinero were beginning to find themselves and were gradually breaking the way for Wilde and Shaw in the next
decade. The supremacy of the novel over the drama, a supremacy that started
with Walter Scott and was to continue through the eighties, is clearly manifested
on the stage its.elf. There were dramatic versions of Dombey and Son, Oliver
Twist, Bleak House, Pickwick Papers, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. There were great
American standbys, likewise from prose fiction, such as Rip Van Winkle, Uncle
Tom's Cabin and Peck's Bad Boy. American originality in the field of drama took
the form of Denman Thompson's The Old Homestead and Bronson Howard's
Shenandoah. The only first-class play under an American name was Augustin Daly's
Railway of Love, and this was an adaptation of a German play called The Goldfish.
Daly's Thea~e was the leading house for high-class .dramatic productions during
these years, and the real character of the age can be glimpsed from the fact
that in a lifetime Daly adapted ninety plays, mostly from continental originals.
The middle eighties were Gilbert and Sullivan years, but the dramatic richness
of those seasons came from the existence of four or five great repertory ~houses.
At Daly's, at the Madison Square, at the Lyceum, and at Wallach's, one could see a
striking number of the famous plays of the past. Restoration drama, eighteenthcentury comedy, and nineteenth-century. stage favorites all furnished excellent
acting parts. Shakespearean productions, however, were the most· numerous and
the most noteworthy. At a minor playhouse one hapless interpreter of Hamlet
received so great an ovation of ripe fruit, that later in touring the provinces, he
played behind a screen of chicken wire especially fabricated to intercept the
missiles. But apart from this gay anec~ote, The Annals show that Shakespeare was
well mounted, well acted, and well received. Never in later years has Mr. Odell
seen better productions of The Taming of the Shrew and A Midsummer-Night's
Dream. Never has he seen any Portia of more poetic charm than Ellen Terry.
Mr. Odell's recollections of these years are golden. Would the reader know why,
let him discount the wine of youth and chercher deux femmes-Ellen Terry and
Adelina Patti.
DANE FARNSWORTH SMITH
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